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Deep Roots in Gualala 

Darla was born in Fort Bragg at the hospital that is now the Grey Whale Inn and 

was raised in Gualala by her mother, Betts Cook, and her father, Clinton Reynolds, 

a third-generation resident of Gualala. Clinton's great-grandfather, Otto Rueter, a 

baker, emigrated from Germany to San Francisco and later settled in Gualala on 

Fish Rock Road. Darla's maternal grandparents, the Cooks, moved from Oregon to 

Gualala, where they raised five children. 

Darla's paternal grandfather, Earl Vance Reynolds, was a carpenter and a "faller" 

who worked in the forests. He lived at Log Cabin Ranch, located beyond the Little 

North Fork of the Gualala River. The ranch was owned by Fred and Vada Russian, 

who also operated a boys' camp there. The property was eventually purchased 

and incorporated into the Gualala Redwoods logging holdings. Darla fondly 

remembers Fred and Vada, who later left an inheritance to Darla and her brother­

funds Darla would eventually use as collateral to buy out her parents' partners in 

the Pirate's Cove Drive-In when she was just sixteen years old. 

A Family Shaped by Hard Work and Learning 

Darla often recalls a memorable story about her grandmother, Virginia Reynolds, 

who once deeply embarrassed her son, Phil, by enrolling at Point Arena High 

School at the same time he was a student there. Not stopping there, Virginia went 

on to college and later became a teacher at Point Arena Elementary School-an 

achievement that ultimately made her son very proud. Darla's paternal uncle, Phil 

Reynolds, still lives in the family home on Old Stage Road. 

Darla's father worked as a logger, while her mother was a homemaker. As their 

three children grew older, Betts became a teacher's aide in her mother-in-law's 

classroom at Point Arena Elementary School. 






